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THE KNOWERS & THE BARKERS 
© 2012 S. Ditko 


Once, when I was at DC Comics waiting for an editor, a 
teenage couple (boy/girl), comic book fans, came over to me. 

They apologized for intruding saying they knew I didn’t 
like to talk to fans. 

Since they had never met me, had no first hand knowledge 
about me, I asked them where they got their information, 
beliefs, knowledge. 

They had heard it from somebody, read it somewhere, 
from some outside fan. 

So they believed it had to be factually true. 

Like the too many, they turned their minds, their integrity, 
over to some outsider, a non-factual, non-objective source. 

Like the too many, they chose to be pre-programmed like 
parrots. 

They, like other fan knowers, experts, historians, without 
the proper, real, first hand experience, knowledge, act 
mindlessly believing they actually know. 

It’s an all too common pattern of knowing fans with 
their likes/dislikes, righteous behavior in holding, repeating, 
anothers sound waves. 

It’s a rare experience in fandom where some fans act with 
correct first hand information and don’t indulge in someone 
else’s fictions and fantasies. 

The first dog barks at something, the neighbor dogs bark 
with the bark. 
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